IN THE QUR’AN IN SURA BAQARA WHY DOESN’T THE WORD

)"‘L.ﬁ HAVE AN ALIF AFTER IT TO DENOTE PLURALITY?
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The aya being referred to can be found in the Qur’an in Sura Bagara:
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According to the rules of the Classical Arabic language one would have expected and alif at
the end of the word to signify plurality, in other words plural past tense verb. However, a
distinction needs to be drawn between al-Rasm al-Uthmani and al-Rasm al-Imla’i. The first
is the way we find the text within the Qur’an. This was recorded from and directed by the
Prophet himself. The second is based on the rules of Classical Arabic. Therefore, we will
adhere to the script of the text as found in our mushaf. Furthermore, the reasoning cannot
be ascertained by intellectual pursuit as to why we find differences, when compared to the
rules of language, in some places and not in others.
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From the above discussion we can see that this script has been recorded from the Prophet
himself and where words that do not follow conforms of the language, do not follow a
particular pattern which can be deduced by the intellect or rules. It is described as one of
the secrets of the Qur’an and a similarity has been drawn with the letters at the beginning

of various suwar. There are a number of examples which have been mentioned which also
seemed to on the face of it go contrary to language rules.

In conclusion, this is exactly how the Qur’an was revealed to the Prophet, one must have
confidence and belief in that fact and those verbs, or other words for that matter, which
seem contrary to language rules is a secret and miracle of the Qur’an.
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