dying from a terminal illness?
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Generally speaking, it is not compulsory to take any form of medical assistance if the
patient chooses not to. The taking of any form of medical assistance is permissible. This is
not the same as an individually choosing to allow himself/herself to die as there is no
certainty that the medical intervention will save his/her life. A distinction is drawn
between consuming medicine and consuming food; if an individual does not eat food or
water then s/he will be sinful.
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Amjad M Mohammed
16" Dhu al-Qa’da 1437/20" August 2016

A fatwa is an explanation and clarification upon the request of the individual who wishes to practice personal law based
upon the classical understanding of Islam by traditional scholars. It is the individual’s choice to act upon the fatwa, they
are not under any compulsion or duress to accept it or act upon it. This request to understand the position of classical
scholars’ view on matters within Islam is made at the behest of the individual. Markaz al-Ifta does not take any
responsibility for incorrect use of application of the fatwa and as a result are exempted from any loss or damage. Markaz
al-Ifta does not advise, promote or condone the violation of any UK laws or any country in which the individual chooses
to apply the fatwa.
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